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Mumbai-Ahmedabad

area to transform after
bullet train; Vaishnaw

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, February 23

RAILWAY MINISTER ASHWINI
Vaishnaw Friday said the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train project will
prove to be a corridor of economic
prosperity, transforming towns and
citiesalongtheroute and becoming
alearning experience for futureini-
tiatives.

Vaishnaw triggered a blast to
build a shaft at Vikhroli to lower
tunnel boring machines (TBM) for
the construction of the 21-km
underground tunnel, which is con-
sideredto be atechnological marvel
of India’s first bullet train project.

“Trains will zip through the tun-
nel at a maximum speed of up to
320 km. Constructing it without
disturbing the tall buildings in the
area isa challenge,’ therailway min-
ister said.

The shaft at the Vikhroli site of
the National High Speed Rail Corri-
dorisoneamongthe fourtobebuilt
forthe entire 21-km-long under-
ground stretch of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project.

The shaft-2 will be used to
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Minister of railways Ashwini
Vaishnaw visits the construction
site of Bandra Kurla Complex
Station oTI

launch two TBMs -- one towards the
Bandra-Kurla Complex (BKC) sta-
tion’s east end and the other
towards Sawli in Navi Mumbai.

Vaishnaw also reviewed the
progressof construction ofthe BKC
station, which is the starting point
of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
train. The work on the undersea
tunnelhas been started simultane-
ously at four locations — BKC,
Ghansoli, Sawli and Vikhroli — as
part of efforts to speed up the con-
struction of the tunnel, seven kilo-
metres of which will be under the
sea.
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'BULLET IS FLYING UNDER MAHAYUTI

Corridor to have ‘limited stop’ and ‘all stop’ services like Mumbai local; limited-stop trains to
Mumbai-Ahmedabad in just 2 hours and 7 minutes, says Union minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

KAMAL MISHRA / MUMBAI

Union minister for railways
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Friday
inspected the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train proj-
ect and said it could have ad-
vanced further if the
previous Uddhav Thackeray
government in Maharashtra
had expedited permissions.

During the inspection of a
proposed station at Bandra-
Kurla Complex, Vaishnaw
said that the Surat-Bilimora
section, covering 508km of
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad cor-
ridor, might become opera-
tional by July-August 2026. He
added that subsequent sec-
tions will follow suit in a
phased manner.

An official from the Nation-
al High-Speed Rail Corpora-
tion (NHSRCL) said that over
40% of the project is already
completed and the remaining
work is in full swing, aiming
for full completion by 2028.

The bullet train corridor
will have ‘limited stop’ and
‘all  stop’ services like
Mumbai local. While the lim-
ited-stop trains will cover the
distance between Mumbai
and Ahmedabad in just two
hours and seven minutes, the
other service will take about 2
hours 45 minutes, the minis-
ter said. A total of 12 stations
have been planned for the
project, which is being imple-
mented by the National High
Speed Rail Corporation Lim-
ited (NHSRCL).

Vaishnaw said as soon as
the Eknath Shinde-Devendra
Fadnavis (Shiv Sena-BJP) gov-

ernment came to power in the
state, permissions were given
in 10 days. “The Thackeray

government, unfortunately;
delayed the project but the
current dispensation is trying
to make up for it,” said Vaish-
naw, adding that the 284km
viaduct is ready in Gujarat,
where work has progressed
speedily. “It is now happening
at the same speed in Maha-
rashtra as well,” he added.

“With high-speed connec-
tivity, Mumbai, Thane, Vapi,
Surat, Vadodara, Anand and
Ahmedabad will turn into a
single economic zone and it
will give them a big economic
boost,” the minister said,
adding there are complexities
and difficulties tied to the cor-
ridor as trains will run at
320kmph. “But our biggest
aim is to understand this com-
plete technology;” he said.

The corridor has a 21km
tunnel, including a 7km under-
sea stretch, he said, calling the
work challenging. The deepest
point of the tunnel is 56mt and
it will also be very wide (40ft).
Inside the tunnel too, the
trains will run at the speed of
300-320kmph, Vaishnaw said.
“We have many cities with a
population of over one crore.
To give them low-cost and less
time (consuming) transport

he Thackeray government

delayed the project but the
current dispensation is trying
to make up for it. The Gujarat
part is progressing at a great
speed. The same speed can
now be seen in Maharashtra
as well.

With high-speed
connectivity, Mumbai,
Thane, Vapi, Surat, Vadodara,
Anand and Ahmedabad will
turn into a single economic
zone and it will give them a
big economic boost.

We have many cities with
a population of over one
crore. To give them low-cost
and less time (consuming)
transport systems, our
country needs to achieve
expertise in such technology.

systems, our country needs to
achieve expertise in such tech-
nology;” he said.

The cost of the project is
pegged at Rs1.08 lakh crore
and as per its shareholding
pattern, the Government of
India is to pay Rs10,000 crore,
while Gujarat and Maharash-
tra are to pay Rs 5,000 crore
each. The rest is to be funded
by Japan through a loan car-
rying 0.1% interest.
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Mumbai- Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project work is progressing in high speed. Central Minister of

Railways Ashwini Vaishnav visited this 508 kms ambitious project's Bandra Kurla complex work
site.
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Bullet train tunne blasting was done by the hands of Central Minister for Railways Ashwini
Vaishnav: the first railways in India will run under sea water
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BULLET TRAIN: SURAT TO BILIMORA

Phase 1 to be functional by
Aug 2026: Railway Minister

SWEETY ADIMULAM
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 23

UNION RAILWAY Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Friday said
the first phase of the Mumbai to
Ahmedabad High-Speed Bullet
Train project connecting Surat to
Bilimora will be functional by
August 2026.

While speaking to reporters
after reviewing construction
workon the 508-km-long corri-
dor in Mumbai on Friday,
Vaishnaw said the high-speed
line will usher in economic
growth and that the 284 km-
long bullet train corridor viaduct
was ready in Gujarat. He visited
the Bandra Kurla Complex{BKC)
and Vikhroli project sites on
Friday to review the work.

The minister expressed his
disappointment over delays
caused by the previous Maha
Vikas Aghadi government led by
former Maharashtra chief min-
ister UdhhavThackeray. He cred-
ited the current Shinde-Fadnavis
government for expediting the
project by clearing land acquisi-
tion hurdles.

The first controlled blast was
conducted by the minister at the
Vikhroli site to create a shaft to
launch tunnel boring machines
(TBMs). From here, two TBMs
willbe lowered intwo directions
—one towards BKCand another

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw visited the BKC
and Vikhroli project sites to review the work, in Mumbaion
Friday. Pradip Das

towards Ghansoli.

The TBMs willbore a 21 km-
long single tube tunnel to ac-
commodate twin tracks for up
and down trains. With a cutter
head diameter of 13.1 metres,
the TBMs will be used to create
16 kms of the tunnel, while the
remaining 5 kms will be con-
structed using the new austrian
tunnelling method (NATM).

The tunnel will be con-
structed at depths ranging be-
tween 25 and 65 metres below
ground level. The deepest point
will be 114 meters below Parsik
Hill near Shilphata. Three shafts
at BKC, Vikhroli and Sawli — at
depths of approximately 36, 56,

and 39 meters respectively —
will facilitate the corridor's con-
struction. Aninclined shaft of 42 |
metres at Ghansoli and a tunnel
portal at Shilphata will enable
the construction of approxi-
mately 5 kms of the tunnel by
using the NATM method.
Vaishnaw emphasised that
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
train project will prove to bea cor-
ridor of economic prosperity,
transforming towns and cities
along the route and becoming a
learning experience for futureini-
tiatives. He highlighted that the
work was being carried out with
utmost care to avoid disturbing
existing high rise buildings.




DIVYA BHASKAR, Vadodara, 24.2.2024

Page No. 2, Size:(7.58)cms X (10.62)cms.

Construction of tube tunnel under sea for bullet train started
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Construction of tube tunnel under sea for bullet train started
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Construction of tube tunnel under sea for bullet train started
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